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e Introduction

- organisation

- grant procedures

- Sexual Health and HIV
Research Strategy Committee
(SHHRSC)
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e MRC Background

- set up in 1913 in response to TB epidemic
- 1 of 6 Research Councils

- Funded by Government (£400m pa)
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¢ MRC Mission Statement

— To encourage and support high-quality research with
the aim of maintaining and improving human health.

— To train skilled people, and to advance and
disseminate knowledge and technology with the aim
of meeting national needs in terms of health, quality
of life and economic competitiveness.

— To promote public engagement with medical
research.
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Challenges Ahead

Science & Policy

eData integration
New diagnostics
eTranslation
eMultidisciplinary
working
eForging partnerships
eTraining and retaining
researchers
eEngaging the public
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MRC spend 2001/2002: the six main scientific areas

People and population Genetics, molecular
studies, health structure and dynamics
services and health of £69m

the public

£54m

Neuroscience and Cell biology, development

mental health and growth

£74m £75m
Immunology Medical Physiology
and infection and disease processes

£74m £76m
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MRC Spend on People and Population Studies

60

50

40-

30

20-

AN
I

10+

96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02



Medical

African-HIV Forum May 7th 2003 Research

Council

Council, Board, Panel and Group Structure

o -

VAN

Strategy Development Awards Advisory
Group \/ Group

Career
Establishment
Grants
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Cross-
Board
Group

MRC Advisory Board

Neurosciences Health Services
and

Mental Health Board Public Health Board

Molecular and Cellular  Physiological Medicine
Medicine Board and Infections Board and
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e Principles of Funding

- Excellence is key: people and project
- Balanced portfolio: all sectors of medical research
- '‘One pot’

- Strategic areas may receive priority
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Career Path and Eligibility for Schemes

PhD training......ccccccccoecviveeeeennen. Research Studentship.................. Clinical Training Fellowship
Postdoctoral Period..................... Research Assistant........................ Research Assistant
..................... Research Fellow
..................... Career Development Award......... Clinical Scientist fellowship
..................... Senior Fellowship........................... Senior Fellowship
University/ » Career Establishment Grant

clinical appointment

OR Co-ordinated Grant Schemes
- Centre Grant
MRC Senior Fellow » - Co-operative Grant

- Development Grant
Strategic Grant

Programme Grant

MRC Readership/Professorship
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Grant Procedure

OUTLINE
Initial Discussion with
PM
y FULL
SUBMIT OUTLINE
v SUBMIT FULL
Outline sent to Board APPLICATION
Members and Refs v
v Application sent to
Feedback to applicants referees and Designated DECISION
Board Members BOARD:
_ v SCIENTIFIC
Applicants Response/ BANDING
v
AAG
v
COUNCIL
v

DECISION
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e Scientific Banding

- Alpha-A: forefront internationally

- Alpha-B: forefront nationally
- Alpha-C: nationally competitive

- Alpha-D: nationally competitive, lower priority

- Decline

- Defer
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e MRC portfolio in HIV/AIDS: Major investments
- since 1987: £13m pa in UK and Africa

- Programme on AIDS in Uganda
- MRC laboratories, The Gambia

-DART: Delivering Anti-Retroviral Therapy, Uganda
MRC: £2.5m, DFID: £2.5m, Rockefeller: £4m

-Tanzania and Zimbabwe: sexual behaviour and
epidemiological studies
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e MRC portfolio in HIV/AIDS: Major investments
- since 1987: £13m pa in UK and Africa

- Human Immunology Unit, Oxford
» New HIV vaccine being tested

MRC Clinical Trials Unit
» Anti HIV drugs
> HIV/AIDS treatments

MRC/DFID: £16m / 5yrs Imperial College
» Anti-HIV vaginal microbicides - 2 being tested
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e MRC portfolio in HIV/AIDS

- Dr Mark Palmer, PMIB
e HIV vaccine development
Anti-HIV drug discovery
e Trials
e Basic science
e Pathogenesis
e Topical virucide development

— Current Highlight Notice:
e HIV Vaccine Development
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o Committee for the Epidemiological
Studies of AIDS (CESA)

- set up in 1986
- epidemiological, social and behavioural studies

- ongoing research: 14 grants - £6m
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e Sexual Health and HIV Research
Strategy Committee (SHHRSC)

CESA DISBANDED

-wider remit in
sexual health

- HIV remain a priority

T

—>

JUNE 2002

SHHRSC SET UP

-Chair: Graham Hart

-£1.1m pa from HDs

T

The National Strategy for Sexual Health and HIV July 2001
Implementation action plan June 2002
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e SHHRSC Terms of Reference

- review current state of knowledge and research

- identify needs and priorities and take a proactive
role in stimulating research

- advise MRC’s SDG, Council, and UK HDs

- report annually to MRC Boards: HSPHRB and
PMIB
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e Call for proposals July 2002

> burden and determinants of sexual ill-health

» epidemiological and behavioural surveillance

information
» sexual health care delivery

» interventions: prevention, management and

control

» novel diagnostic techniques, screening and

management
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e Call for proposals July 2002
- 20 proposals: 5 awarded

- Effects of access problems on transmission of STIs
in the UK. Dr JA Cassell

- Impact of HIV among black Caribbeans in South
London. Professor P Easterbrook

- Assessing the feasibility and acceptability of
community based prevalence surveys of HIV among
black Africans in Britain. Dr K Fenton

- A study of HSV prevalence and the HSV-HIV
interaction in selected UK populations. Dr N Gill

- Developing and piloting a sexual health
communication tool. Ms K Wellings
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e Workshop May 19t 2003

Sexual Health and HIV - developing a research
agenda

- Aim: Identify research needs/opportunities with
regard to prevention, health service
provision/delivery, surveillance, epidemiology,
treatment and control

- Invitees: 100-120, voluntary groups, service
providers, policy makers and researchers
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e Future Research

- SHHRSC proposal: new call July 2003
proposals Oct 2003
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e MRC Contacts

Web page: www.mrc.ac.uk

Email: caroline.stone@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
mark.palmer@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk

Telephone: 020 7670 5224



